Some further OBJECT IONS 


Humbly offer d to the Conſideration of the 
Legiſlature, againſt the BILL, for 
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Hlabliſbing the Trade to Africa, in a 
Regulated Company. 45, wed ;Abeliua 


T HIS BILL recites the Prejudices of Mowopolies, and inſinuates, 


that the preſent Eſtabliſhment of that Trade by Charter in a Joint-Stock 
z 4 Monopoly; this Inſinuation proceeds from the want of knowing 
what is, and what is not a Monopoly. 


A Monopoly is where any particular Perſon or Perſons by Grant from the 
Crown, or otherwiſe claim the ſole Privilege of making, buying, or ſelling, 
any particular thing, whereby the Subject is reſtrain'd from a Freedom, 


or Liberty he had before. 


Now where a Corporation is eſtabliſh*d for gaining, or preſerving any 
Branch of our Trade, tuch a Corporation is in its nature Extexſive, and the 
whole People may be Sharers in it if they pleaſe: Therefore no body can ſay 
they are reſtrain d from that Trade by ſuch Grant; and in Truth, they are 
no more than obliged to a Method, and Form of Trading. The Profit and 
Advantage Monopolizers make thereby, is generally the Foundation of 
Complaints ; but in a trading Corporation, there can be no ground for that 
Complaint ; for every Man may ſhare that Profit and Advantage by beco- 
ming a Membes, therefore ſuch Grants are by no means Monopolies; Bur 
if Grants in general are Monqpolies, The Corporation for the African Trade 
in Particular is not. For the African Trade was granted to a Corporation, 
becauſe no poſſibility of acquiring it by private or particular Traders, the Country 
being barbarous without Government, no reareſs for Injuries, and the Trade 
depending wholly upon a Power over the Natives, who have no more 
Humanity or Juſtice, than meer Brutes, but are wholly guided by their 
natural Inclinations, to abuſe and impoſe wherever it is in their Power. 
It is obvious, that this Grant to the preſent Company, has been the Preſerving this 
Trade, from being wholh poſſeſs'd and monopolis d, by the Hollanders. 
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The BILL recites, That the Trade to Africa, ought to be free to all her Ma- 
jeſty's Subjects in a Regulated Company. 6 


That is agreed by every one; but the difference Iyes only in the Regala- 
tion, this Bill gives a Hundred People, that may be Members of the New 
Company, a liberty of drawing ſo many ſeveral ways in the manner of their 
trading, whereas the Corporation Eſtabliſh'd by the Crown ſays, That all 
the Traders ſhall Trade uniformly, as the Majority of the whole Traders ſhall 
judge moſt for their Intereſt. 


This BILL takes notice that Forts are neceſſary, and that Contracts made. 
by the African Company ſhould be continued, which is Impoſſible, for this Bill 
Diſſolves the Company, and the Contracts mult neceſſarily Determine with them, 
and muſt be loſt or again Purchas'd at the vaſt Expence-and Yearly Rents, 
The preſent Company obtain'd, and continued them, and why doth this 
Bill ſay, that thoſe Contracts muſt be continued, not only becauſe e- 
very Body knows there can be no Trade without; but the Bill gives 
the belt reaſon, hat the Plantations may be ſupplyd with a ſufficient uantity 
of Negroes, if that Fact in this Bill be True, then the ſupply of a ſuf- 
ſicient quantity of Negroes to the Plantations, depends upon the conti- 
nuance of Contracts, which this Bill Diſſolves in the Deſtruction of the 


Contractor. 


The enacting part of this Bill, is a Language that ſeems aſham'd of he- 
ing ander ſtood, and therefore deſigns to take away the preſent Company's 
Eſtates and Properties, and their Creditors ſecurity by Implication, this is 
a Language unbecoming the Legiſlature, and therefore ſbould and will, be- 
fore it is 4 Law, ſpeak plainly, and ſay, that the Charter granted to the pre- 
ſeat Company ſhall be RepeaPd, AnnulPd or Diſcharg'd, and notwithſtand- 
ing, that by the Laws of this Land the African Company have as good 4 
Title to the Coaſt of Africa: And all that is compriz'd in their Charter, 
together with their Improvements thereupon, 4s ann Planter in the Weſt. 
Indies hath to his Plantation, and the Creditors have the whole Inte. 
reſt of the Company therein at ſtake to Anſwer their Debts; Let be i: 


enacted that the ſaid grant ſhall be to all Intents and Purpoſes Void, and of 
non Effect, as if the ſame had never been granted, or made, this is the effec 
of the Bill, and therefore ought to be the Language, That none may by 


Impoſed upon by it. 


The Bill Enacts, That it ſhall be lanful for all Perſons whatſoever, to trade to 
any part or place in Africa. And in another part of it, 70 erectf 4 Houſe or Faito- 

ry, in any part of Africa. Not excepting the preſent Company's Houſes, 
Gardens or Court - Yards. 


But leaſt this ſhould not be Effectual to Deſtroy the preſent Company, 
there is another Clauſe in the Bill, That no Perſon * not being free 
of the New Company ſhall preſume to Ship off any Goods, with intent to Trade 
Jo Africa, ander the Penalty of forfeiting all ſuch Goods. | 
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The Bill ſays, But in caſe the Royal African-Company ſhall not be willing to 
8 with 4 Ineref in the ſaid Settlement, but continue to carry on their 
rade. 


# 


This Suppoſition is certainly right, that they will not be willing, but 
what is the Conſequence of their carrying on their Trade? A Forfeiture 
of all ſuch Goods they ſhall preſume to Trade with. 


But ſuppoſe the Company were willing to part with their Eſtat 


on a good Conſideration, what is here to pay them? Nothing ! For the 


Duties, if this imaginary Company ever take eſſect, are to be paid to the 
Governors of that Company, to be apply'd firſt for the —— of 
their Forts, and the Owerplus to pay the Equivalent, or Conſideration, for the 
preſent Company's Forts. Suppoſe there be no Overplus, muſt the preſent 
Company have their Eſtates taken from them by Act of Parliament with- 


out Recompence ? | 


If the preſent Company keep their Forts, the nem Company are to (as. 
594 C — Sum for the Maintenance of all neceſſary Fr 9 e to ſup 


Here the New Company are to judge what Forts are neceſſary, and 
if they judge them all unneceſſary, there is no Remedy. If they judge 
any of them neceſſary, then they are the Judges of the Competency 
of the Sum, they themſelves are to pay for the Maintenance of them. 


This Bill is ſo mercileſs to the preſent Company, that it doth not ſo 
much as give them any time (exempt for the Forfeitures and Burthens 
laid on — by the Bill,) to bring Home their Effects, or to recover 
their Debts- 


Nor hath this Bill the leaſt regard to the many hundred Families that 
are CREDITORS of the preſent Company, and muſt be deftroy'd it 
this Bill paſſeth into a Law, hs 


Therefore it is hop d it will never paſs. 
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